
Note from the Director  
Greg Ernst, Sr. 
 

Staff and Parents,  
 

          With Thanksgiving upon us, we want to take this opportunity to 

say thank you to the staff and teachers at St. Rita who make a 

difference everyday in the lives of the students.  We also want to take 

this opportunity to thank those who support us throughout the year, 

we would not exist without their support.   
 

          With this week being Thanksgiving. We as a nation, as a 

community, as a school, and as a family have received many 

blessings in our lives. We should take a few minutes to pause and 

reflect on all of God’s gifts to us and give thanks to God. People give 

to each other in many ways. This past week donors, staff and friends 

of the school gathered for the Scholarship benefit. It was a successful 

event with those attending enjoying a wonderful evening. A big 

thanks goes to the staff, parents and  volunteers for planning and 

putting on the event. It was truly a blessing to have all these people 

working together to make the event successful. 
  

          Have a blessed Thanksgiving and thank you for giving us the 

opportunity to educate your child. Enjoy this edition of the Lion’s Roar. 

 

~ Greg Ernst, Sr.  

Executive Director 
gernst@srsdeaf.org 
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The Lion’s Roar 

Family Fun Night 
Annette Cosgrove 
 

Wednesday, December 11th from 6-8pm, Student Council will be  

hosting a card making and Christmas bingo family fun night in the  

cafeteria for all ages. 

 

Admission: Minimum donation of $3 per family to be used as a  

monetary donation to the Red Cross for the Typhoon victims in  

the Philippines. 

 

Any card making supplies will be happily accepted for the  

event.  Please give them to Annette Cosgrove or Kelly Reckers. 

Important Dates 
 

December 1st – First Sunday of 

Advent 

December 11th – Grades 3-12 on 

Field Trip 

December 13th – Spirit Day 

December 20th – Last day of 

classes before Christmas Break 

 

 

 

 

 

December 20th – Christmas 

Program, 1:00 p.m. 

January 6th – Return to School 

January 14th – Spirit Day 

January 17th – End of 2nd Quarter 

January  20th – No school, MLK 

DAY 
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Juniors and Seniors Visit Gallaudet 
Richard Miller and Beth O’Leary, Class Advisors 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Thursday, November 21st, the Junior and Senior 

Class of St Rita School for the Deaf began their trip to 

Washington, DC to visit Gallaudet University as well as 

our nation's capital. The students that attended  

were Tynessia Berry, Doug Durbin, Kameron Evans,  

Stephany Sabillon, and Danielle Ventus.  Four of our 

staff accompanied the students.  They were Kelly 

Reckers, Jimmy Flanders, Beth O'Leary, and Richard 

Miller.   

 

We arrived at the Gallaudet Campus around 

dinnertime.  After taking some night time photos, we 

went out to a Pizza Restaurant called "H and Pizza"  

where the employees all spoke in sign language.  It was 

the first time for many of our students that they were 

able to go to a restaurant and order their own food 

without use of an interpreter or pen and paper.   

 

The following day, we all went to the Admissions Office 

where we were met by friendly Gallaudet staff that 

gave us our day's itinerary.  We started by sitting in on a 

college level Statistics class taught by a PhD Deaf 

Instructor.  The students participated in the class 

activities as though they were college students 

themselves.  They were able to interact very well as the 

subject matter was taught to them BY a Deaf 

professional in their FIRST language of American Sign 

Language.  After the class, the group ate lunch in the 

Gallaudet cafeteria where again students were able to 

order anything they wanted themselves with ease as 

ALL of Gallaudet's staff are fluent signers.  Students then 

met a Deaf Biology professor who gave us  a tour of the 

various Biology and research labs on the campus as 

well as allowing us to sit in on college  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Biology.  Students again were able to see Deaf 

college students learning in an environment where 

communication is not a barrier.  They were even able 

to see a Deaf/Blind student in the classroom with a 

tactile Sign Language interpreter.  Biology class was 

followed by a tour of the campus that was led by a 

current Deaf student of Gallaudet.  The tour was 

followed by a trip to the Gallaudet book store where 

students were able to buy souvenirs from the school.  

From there we took the Gallaudet shuttle  to Union 

Station where we             picked up the 

subway and  went to Chinatown.  We had dinner in 

Chinatown, went bowling, and then went to see a 

movie at the movie theater where students were 

given  special "Deaf glasses" that allowed the 

students to see the movie with closed captioning.  

This was a first for all of our students and was the first 

time they could go to the movies and enjoy it and 

actually KNOW what was happening!   

 

The next day, Saturday, we got on the Gallaudet 

shuttle again and headed for Washington DC.  The 

shuttle is a free service to all Gallaudet students and 

staff and gives them access all over the city without 

having to have a car or worry about parking...it was 

WONDERFUL!  We arrived at Union Station and from 

there visited the Capital Building.  We ate lunch on 

the steps of the Capital Building.  From there we went 

to the Native American Museum and toured the 

facility.  The Holocaust Museum was our next stop.  

From there we went to the Washington Monument, 

The Lincoln Memorial, the World War II Memorial, and 

the White House.  We passed many more sights along 

the way, sights that the students are sure to 

remember for a very long time.  Seeing the 

expressions on the students' faces throughout the trip 

was priceless.  This will be a time the students will 

NEVER forget. 

 

We returned to St Rita and Cincinnati on Sunday 

evening.  It was a wonderful trip.  We thank the PTO 

for helping to raise funds for our trip.  We thank the 

staff members who went on the trip and took time out 

of their own busy lives to be there for the students.  

We thank St Rita School for seeing the importance of 

such a trip.  Not only is the trip an educational 

experience, more importantly, it helps  Deaf students 

see that there is so much life awaiting them.  

Educational opportunities are out there...and 

Gallaudet is certainly one of their options.   

Deaf students don't have to be limited by  

their deafness.  Gallaudet helps to 

reinforce the reality that our students can 

do ANYTHING!  
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Upcoming Field Trip: Grades 3-12  
Richard Miller 
 

Remember we will going on a Field Trip to Cincinnati State 
Technical College on Wednesday, December 11th.  The 3rd 
through 12th graders will be attending.  Both of our signing 
choirs will be performing, along with Cincinnati State's Signing 
Choir.  Signing Santa will be there to give gifts to all of our 
students.  Students will be able to eat lunch in the college 
cafeteria, and will be provided by the College.  Students will 
have an opportunity to meet the president of the College 
(he has already booked this into his schedule for that day).  
There will be news coverage there as well, so this will serve as 
an excellent source of exposure both for St Rita as well as 
Cincinnati State's ITP program.  Older students will have a 
time to talk with Deaf instructors about the college 
experience, as they will have a "roundtable" discussion.  I will 
send out a more details itinerary later with specific times and 
such.  I just want you all to have a sense of what will be 
happening that day.  My goal is to make this experience 
educational for all the students, young and old alike, and to 
instill in them the importance of higher education.  It will 
serve as a fun "holiday" field trip as well, and I believe will be 
a benefit to our school and our students in a number of ways.  
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Learning Gardens and Greenhouse 
Richard Miller 
 
A big thank you goes out to the employees of Ethicon who recently sent out a band of 

workers to work outside in our Learning Gardens.  Workers spent the day mulching, 

moving rock, weeding, preparing a section of the garden to be planted with a grape 

arbor, bringing large container plants into the Greenhouse for the Winter, and 

preparing the gardens for the Fall and Winter season.  The group of men and women 

worked all day, had lunch at the school, and was able to meet some of our students.  

Many thanks to them all for their hard work.   

It was very much appreciated. 

 

Students in Greenhouse classes  

enjoyed Hayrides the week of  

Halloween.  The Enquirer came  

to take pictures of the event  

on Friday, November 1st as  

well.  Staff and students of all  
ages enjoyed the Fall fun.  

Chemistry 
Sara Ford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The 11th graders, Doug Durbin and 
Stephany Sabillon, were testing 
different foods to see if they were 
acids or bases. We were using 
baking soda as an indicator. If the 
substance bubbled when baking 
soda was added then it was an 
acid!  
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PTO 
Richard Miller 
 
Remember we will going on a Field Trip to Cincinnati State Technical College on 

Wednesday, December 11th.  The 3rd through 12th graders will be attending.  Both of 

our signing choirs will be performing, along with Cincinnati State's Signing Choir.  Signing 

Santa will be there to give gifts to all of our students.  Students will be able to eat lunch 

in the college cafeteria, and will be provided by the College.  Students will have an 

opportunity to meet the president of the College (he has already booked this into his 

schedule for that day).  There will be news coverage there as well, so this will serve as 

an excellent source of exposure both for St Rita as well as Cincinnati State's ITP 

program.  Older students will have a time to talk with Deaf instructors about the college 

experience, as they will have a "roundtable" discussion.  I will send out a more details 

itinerary later with specific times and such.  I just want you all to have a sense of what 

will be happening that day.  My goal is to make this experience educational for all the 

students, young and old alike, and to instill in them the importance of higher 

education.  It will serve as a fun "holiday" field trip as well, and I believe will be a benefit 
to our school and our students in a number of ways.  

Page 4 | 7 

Math Christmas Store 
Cathy Girard 

 

The Math Christmas store will be held on December 18th during school time for students 

K-12.  There will be a large assortment of items of varied prices.  Students will be able to 

bring lists for who they would like to buy presents for Christmas.  These can be gift 

wrapped if desired.  If you have any questions please call or email Cathy Girard ( 513-

614-7650 or cgirard@srsdeaf.org). 

Career 2: Special Olympics 
Cathy Girard 

 

The Career 2 class has been in training for 

the Special Olympics gymnastics 

competition which takes place on Friday, 

December 6 at Cincinnati Gymnastics 

Academy.  The students have been working 

on routines in the areas of floor exercise, 

vault, balance beam, and bars.  Many 

schools will be represented from Hamilton 

County. If you see our students around 

school, please wish them well in their quest 

for the gold!     
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7th Grade Field trip to the Cincinnati Zoo 
Eileen Chambers 
 
The 7th graders, Jessy Burns, my student teacher, Molly and I went to Cincinnati Zoo on 

Tuesday, November 5. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The students did use their navigating skills to locate their animal pick. There were some 
trial and errors, but it was great challenge for the students. They had a blast time. 
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Everybody Counts Program 
Beth O’Leary 
 

On Nov. 5th and 6th the second grade 

class with some staff went to two different 

hearing schools for the Everybody Counts 

Program.  The students taught the hearing 

children color, animal, and family signs and 

even taught a song.  The hear ing students 

asked questions about deafness and 

learned that the only difference was that 

the deaf communicate through sign 

language.  Everything else is the same. 
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3rd Grade  
Charlene Walker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Ms. Charlene's 3rd grade class studies 

vocabulary before heading out 
for a trick or treat good time. 
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For the safety of our 

students and staff, please 

remember that the speed 

limit is 5 m.p.h. on St. Rita 

campus grounds. 

Wild, Wild West Scholarship 
Benefit 
Angie Frith, Assoc. Executive Director 
 

Wild, Wild West a Success! 

 

The annual scholarship benefit held on 

November 16th with the Wild, Wild West 

theme was a huge success.  With the 

help of sponsors, donors, and many 

volunteers, the Evendale Recreation 

center was transformed into an evening 

of great fundraising.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The evening’s activities included a live 

and silent auction, a fun game of Heads 

and Tails, a great deck of cards game, 

and a champagne toast.  Thanks to 

everyone who helped prior to the event, 

during the event, and after the event.  

We could not have done it without you.  

 

If you had a photo taken with the green 

screen you may download them at: 

www.bluemelon.com/bhaverkos/scholar

ship2013 , with the password: WildWest 

http://www.bluemelon.com/bhaverkos/scholarship2013
http://www.bluemelon.com/bhaverkos/scholarship2013
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Eileen Chambers 
 

 Patrick Sweeney, the retired 

 Deaf teacher, came to  

 perform the Lord’s Prayer to my 

 7th graders in Religion last 

 Wednesday. He used to teach 

 here at St. Rita School for the 

 Deaf for many years. He signed 

 the Lord’s Prayer and acted 

out the prayer. The students were so 

fascinated to watch him performing. It was 

an awesome experience for the students. 

Students have been learning the Lord’s 

Prayer and the meaning of the Lord’s 

Prayer. Students take turn signing the Lord’s 

Prayer at the beginning of Religion class.

  

Description: 
Beginning on St. Andrew the Apostle's feast day, November 30, the 
following beautiful prayer is traditionally recited fifteen times a day until 
Christmas. This is a very meditative prayer that helps us increase our 
awareness of the real focus of Christmas and helps us prepare ourselves 
spiritually for His coming. 

 
 
Prayer: 

Hail and blessed be the hour and moment In  
which the Son of God was born Of the most  
pure Virgin Mary, at midnight, in Bethlehem,  
in the piercing cold. In that hour vouchsafe,  
I beseech Thee, O my God, to hear my prayer  
and grant my desires, [here mention your  
request] through the merits of Our Saviour  
Jesus Christ, and of His blessed Mother. Amen. 

 


